John M. Kleeberg ; 
430 E. 56" St. Apt. 8F 
New York, NY 10022 
(212) 752-3488 
jmkleeberg@yahoo.com 


New York, June 27, 2004 
Dear Eric, 


On Monday, June 21", I went to the archives of the Smithsonian Institution. They have put 
a finding aid online for Record Unit 359, which is documentary records from the National 
Numismatic Collection, and after examining that finding aid I decided a day trip down to 
Washington would be worth it on the chance that there would be documents relevant to the 
gold bars matters. | also wanted to note down all the bogus items on display as part of the 
Lilly Collection before it is disassembled in August. There were a number of bogus items 
that [ had omitted to record on previous occasions, notably the Confederate States of 
America gold bar and the Pan Pac 1000 fine gold bar. 


I photocopied anything that I found that was of interest. No smoking guns, but thers, 1re a 
number of documents that add nuances to the matter. A set of photocopies are enclosed for 
you. These are all from Record Unit 359, from the following files: 


Box 2, file: Office of Domestic Gold & Silver Operations, Correspondence: 1968 
Box 19, file: John J. Ford Correspondence 

Box 19, file: Gold Bars 

Box 21, file: Harvey and Norman Stack 

Box 29, file: Parsons Bars 


There are other sets of files in the Smithsonian Archives that have restrictions placed ypon 
them; I haven’t examined the descriptions of these files in detail, so I don’t know if this 
includes the Holy Grail of the Merkin Papers. Some files were conspicuous by their absence 
from Record Unit 359. There were no letters from you, and no letters from Ted Buttrey. 
And no letters from Lester Merkin. So I suspect that there is a separate set of files for the 
really hot issues, viz. Mexican gold bars etc. 


! shall direct your attention to two questions raised by the documents: 


What was the Nagy material that concerned you, Ford, the Smithsonian, Mrs. Bullowa and 
Lester Merkin in early 1959? Presumably a settlement of the Nagy estate, since he ee in 
1958. See Ford letter to Clain-Stefanelli, January 6, 1959. 


These documents seem to clear up the mystery of the additional Parsons bars that came to 
our attention in 2002-3. They are apparently not Franklin products. ‘They were made by Dr. 
Ronald Moreschini, DDS, a dentist of Pueblo, Colorado. You will note that the photograph 


of the Moreschini fake has an identical layout to the piece that was in the daguerreotype 
presentation box in 2002. What seems to have happened is this: 


Moreschini makes fake Parsons $20 bar with loop on or before 1962; this piecets 
condemned by Ford and presumably ends up in the hands of the Secret Service; melted. 
Called “Parsons C” by Holabird, Evans, and Fitch in their August 2003 article. 


Moreschini makes fake $20 and $50 Parsons bar on or before 1964; condemned by 
Smithsonian, 1969, both melted. Both these bars are unknown to Holabird, Evans, and 
Fitch. 


Moteschini had made casts of both the 1962 bar and the 1964 $20 bar; the cast of the 1964 
$20 bar was in the hands of the Goldbergs by 1969; it emerged into public view at the ANA 
Convention in New York City in August 2002. Called “Parsons B” by Holabird, Evans, and 
Fitch. The cast of the 1962 $20 bar emerged into public view when published in the 
Numismatist for September 1983. Called “Parsons D” by Holabird, Evans, and Fitch. 


It appears as though the Goldbergs owned “Parsons B” from October 1969 onwards, but 
decided not to put it on the market after talking to Clain-Stefanelli, who had just co*xlemned 
a bar of similar make up. And John Ford was ready to condemn any bar that he had not 
made himself — as he did in 1962 and again in 1983. Once Clain-Stefanelli was dead and 
Ford so ill as to be incommunicado, it was safe to market “Parsons B” again, so it re- 
emerged. 


On the Lilly display — the Smithsonian has taken off display and removed the labels of the 
bogus Justh & Hunter bar and the bogus Parsons bar. Both of these were condemned by 
Holabird, Evans, and Fitch in their August 2003 article. Large dark spots are left where the 
bars used to be. The Smithsonian has also removed from display the Diana Gambling 
House $20, but the label is still up where it used to be. p 
I telephoned the Bank of California the other week, trying to see if I could obtain an 
inventory of their collection. They were worse than uncooperative — more like actively 
hostile. This is so bizarre. So I wrote them a three page letter, setting forth the issues, and 
enclosing a print-out of my “How the West Was Faked,” a copy of my Co World article, 
and an offprint of my article in volume 12 of the American Journal of Numismatics. We'll see if 
I get any reply. 


Intellectual stimulation is essential to remain in good health. I suspect that with the items in 
the enclosed package, you will have enough stimulation so that you can give Methuselah a 
run for his money. 


Best wishes, as always, 


an hae 


John M. Kleeberg 





ERIC P. NEWMAN NUMISMATIC EDUCATION SOCIETY 





Mr. John M. Kleeberg July 6, 2004 
430 E.56™ St. Apt. 8F 
New York City, NY 10022 


Dear John: 


Congratulations on obtaining the Smithsonian copies of the enclosures you sent us 
on June 27, 2004. There is a great amount of reinforcement in them and a great amount 
of omission. 

We cannot answer these matters at one time and will have to do it at intervals. 

You asked specifically whether it was the Nagy material involved in 1959. The 
answer is yes. The January 6, 1959 and January 8, 1959 letters of Ford to Steffanelli 
related to a proposed purchase from the Nagy estate by one or more persons (including 
me) and a gift of the items to the Smithsonian because the contents were obviously lifted 
from the U.S. agencies. The idea was to buy it at one price and in due course have it 
appraised at a much higher price giving the donors a nice tax deduction to cover some or 
all of their cost. I refused to participate. I also was skeptical about the deal because I felt 
some items might wander off before Smithsonian: got them. This deal by rumor I was told . 
did occur on some basis and was sealed for 50 years by gift conditions so no one could be 
accused of dealing in lifted government property etc. There was an inventory prepared by 
Steffanelli and apparently it is being withheld from you by the restrictions you mention. 
Will Freedom of Information rights help you? 

As you know Kaithy Bullowa was a friend and married Earl Moore: who was 
Nagy’s nephew. 


Thank you for extending my longevity. If I would have known I would live so 
long, I would have consulted a doctor. 
More to follow in due course. 
My best, 
AA 


\ oe 


Eric P. Newman 
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JOHN J. FORD, UR. 


176 HENDRICKSON AVE 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE. Lai oNe Ye 


January 6, 1959 


De. VV.) Clain-Stefanel 11 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Dr. Stefanelli: 


It is my hope that you have made some progress on 
a listing of the Nagy material in your possession as per 
my earlier letter. 


Eric P. Newman was in our office again today, and 
I feel quite confident that something can be worked out 
through him. If you could get up a list of exactly what you 
have, and “é nough detail so the various items could be identi- 
fied, and fet ail copies to me at the earliest possible date, 
fi eea-guive sure [could wrap this up. I would prefer that 
you send all copies of the list to me, after talking to Eric 
Newman, so that I can cross out precisely what I am interestec 
in as against the Smithsonian's interests. 


I had planned to visit Washington this coming Monday, 
January 12th, upon my return north from Jacksonville, Florida, 
but had to cancel out plans because of serious family illness. 
In my place, Walter Breen will be in Washington this coming 
Monday. He can help you with wrapping up the list of what you 
have, but I doubt if Breen will have enough time to do the 
list from scratch. WB will be accompanied by Mr. Lester Merki 
of this City, who has an interest in the Nagy material and uae 
Will be representing Mrs. Bullowa. 


While at the Smithsonian, Breen would like to examine 
your 1849 Templeton Reid’ California" Eagle. In this connecti 
I would like to ask you a very great favor. Is there any way 
you could get this Templeton Reid California Eagle photo- 
graphed for me? This is a matter of the greatest importance. 
If it can be done, I would also like the edge photographed, 
Suaigvteir number of prints. Cost.is unimportant. 


Please keep in touch. Very best personal regards 
to both yourself and Mrs. Stefanelli. 


Sincerely yours, 


i ae 2 : 


JJF:dn 








i J 
tp. sg PM oe 
176 HENGRICKSON AVE. ye 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, EIN Ye 


January 8, 1959 


Dr. V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Dr. Stefanelli: 


Your letter of January 5th, pertaining to the 
restrictions of the sale of the Nagy material, arrived 
yesterday. 


While it is extremely difficult to sell somthing 
(for retention or even to give away) without showing it to 
the customer, it is well nigh impossible without even having 
a list of 16%. . My hands are tied if ii -can's 2et, an accurate 
list of the Nagy material in your possession. Mr. Lester 
Merkin is in ful® accord with my wishes for suena tictin. 
and hopeSon Monday next to make up such a list for me. He 
will have the limited help of Mr. Walter Breen. However, I 
doubt if Mr. Merkin will have the time to make up such a list 
from scratch; I am positive Walter Breen will have other things 
to do’ on his one day visit to Washineton. 


It will help matters considerably if you would start 
preparation of such a list for Mr. Merkin, so that he can 
wrap up and take it with him on Momay. 


This of scourse, is only ve sugeestion, but ifpyvou 
want me. to try to continue the workiwith and. ‘for you, do 
need a little cooperation. 


Mrs. Bullowa's restrictions in this whole situation 
are, to my mind, unnecessarily silly. Being careful is 
perfectly alright, but Security to the»extent that, it an- 
hibits the operation is inane - at least that is the way we 
look at it in the military. 


Please do the best you can. Any listing that is 
hurriedly dene or ‘confusing, is worse than no 17stinesay ah). 


Very best personal regards. 
5 a EEE STO 


77 


Wipe 
sold § ord, Jr. 


JJF:dn 


December 20, 1962 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

New Netherlands Coin €o., Inc. 
1 West 47th Street: 

New York 36, New York - 


Dear Mr. Ford: 


On behalf of the Division of Numismatics, United 
States National Museum, may I thank you for donating to our 
study collections the graphite crucible and a balance pur- 
ported to be from a western assay office inventory. 


We indeed appreciate your thoughtfulmess in making 
these pieces available to us, and we are grateful for your 
continued interest in the national collections. 


Sincerely yours, 


VY. Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator 
Division of Numismatics 


January 15, 1963 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 
1 West &7th Street 

New York 36, New York 


Dear Mr. Ford: 


I am afraid that I failed to acknowledge receipt 
of the beautiful photographs of the Philip V gold piece of 
eae 


Would it be too much trouble to send it to us, 
indicating its price, as well as the prices of the other 
pieces? JI should like to ask, also, for your permission 
to photograph the entire group. 


Thank you so much for your consideration. 


Sincerely yours, 


V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator 
Division of Numismatics 





Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 











New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


SUITE 401 
1 WEST 47TH STREET 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 





PHONES PLAZA 7-5245-6 


January 22, 1963 


Dr, V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. 


Dear Val: 
Thank you for your letter of January 15th. 


You certainly have our permission, on behalf of our 
client, to photograph the four Philip V Mexican gold 
pieces. in your possession. -The price for the four pieces, 
is $8400.00. 


I am very sorry, but the large 16 oz. piece is not 
now available, except possibly, I might be able to obtain 
it at a cost of $5000.00. On the other hand, I believe 
that there is one other specimen of this largest size, 
equally fine or perhaps better than the one you have photo- 
graphs of, which I might be able to get for $4000.00 or 
$4250.00. Of the pieces recovered, the very large ones 
and the very small ones apparently are much rarer than 
the others. ; 


Very best personal regards. 
sincerely, 


NEW NE 





HERLANDS COIN CO.INC. 


JJF:dn 


JAN 2 3 196 


oe) 


NUMISMATICS 





Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 





Rare Coins, Medals and Paper Money — Bought and Sold 


New Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 


SUITE 401 
1 WEST 47TH STREET 
NEW YORK 36, N. Y. 





PHONES PLAZA 7-5245-6 


August 30, 1963 
Be ae 
Dr. V. Clain-Stefanelli, Curator 
Division of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington 25, D.C. he iar Ok aA 


Dear Val: 


I wrote to you when you were away, and requested that you either 
send to me, or get to Congressman Gonzalez, the gold ingot file which 
you prepared in the summer of either 1959 or 60. 


In Denver, you told me that you were in no position to ise the 
Congressman, but that you could answer specific questions from mn. This 
being the case, would you kindly contact whoever you gave this file to, 
and send it up to me, so that I can send it through American Numismatic 
Association channels, to the Congressman. 


You might remember that I helped you, by replying to your re- 
quests for information on gold ingots when you were compiling your 
reference information. I sent you both data and photos. I believe that 
you prepared a history of gold ingots, at the request of the Treasury 
Department, and turned it over to the Assistant Legal Couns¢l1 of the 
Treasury Department (where it died). 

the 

Your preparation of the above file, was/indirect result of a 
luncheon meeting between Amon Carter, Jr. and the then Secretary of the 
Treasury, Bob Anderson, a Texan like Carter. 


Your cooperation in this matter is of the utmost importance 
as you should well understand. If you will prefer, we will make extracts 
from the ingot file, and return it to you, before “educating™ Congressman 
Gonzalez. You may rest assured that nothing will be done to embarrass 
you in any way, but we would like to get the ball rolling. 


Very best personal regards. 


Sincerely yours, 


JJF:dn 





Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 


September 11, 1963 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

Bew Netherlands Coin Co., Inc. 
Suite 401 

1 West 47th Street 

New York 36, New York 


Dear Mr. Ford: 


I remember very well the assistance you gave me when 
I tried to find information about various gold ingots. 


At that time I discussed the problem informally with 
members of the Treasury Department, but as a matter of fact, 
I did not get in touch with the General Counsel's office. 
All data were referred at that time to the Bureau of the Mint, 
instead. I attempted to getthe informatim you requested, but 
unfortunately I haven't been successful as yet. 


I just wanted to let you know, however, that Ii am doing 
the best I can. 


Sincerely yours, 


V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator 
Division of Numismatics 
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November 20, 1964 


Dr.3 V.-*Clain-Ssteraneris 
Smithsonian. f£nstircution 
Washimetons25., Det 


Dear Dr. Clein-stetanelii: 


The situation concerning the investigation of the 1853 
USAOG Proofs, has taken a sudden turn. 


Bric P.Newman has reached some tentative concluSions con- 
cerning the manufacture of these pieces, which in turn have opened 
up new questions concerning their technical origin, and the purpose 
of their issue. However, the Newman information is far from com- 
plete or finally conclusive. Eric Newman himself, admits that he does not 
have all the answers as yet, and iS certainly in no spesttion teyarer eve 
at a final answer. 


Unfortunately, the gentleman instigating the investigation 
of these pieces, Dr. James Sloss, has taken the tentative Newman 
data, and extended it to the conclusion that the coins are false. 
Likewise, George Fuld reached a final conclusion in respect to these 
pieces, and turned coins that he was studying, over to the U. S. 
Secret Service. 


Since we welcome a thorough, scientific investigation, and 
not one based upon hasty and inconclusive solutions, we ask your 
cooperation in settling this matter. 


We have contacted the U. S. Secret Service, expressing our 
complete cooperation and willingness to establish both the origin 
and authenticity of these pieces. We hope that they turn the matter 
over to you, and that you are willing to objectively study these coins. 
t am sure that Eric Newman will cooperate to the fullest, and supply 
all of the data at his disposal. Presumably, Mr. Newman can help you 
me mek conclusions, after tests have been made and information 
obtained. 


We are willing to obtain for you any number of coins for 
comparative examination and study, and supply you with all information 
and leads possible. We are convinced that these pieces are authentic 
experimental pieces, manufacturai to show the various compositions and 
alloys possible to use in conjunction with native California gold in 
compliance with the 1837 coinage laws. If they are anything else, we 
would like to know what, and how such conclusions are arrived at. 


Creators of Distinguished Numismatic Auction Sale Catalogues 


few Netherlands Coin Co., Ine. 


Page 2 —- Dr. V. Clain-Stefanelli 


Please let us know your initial thoughts in this matte 
and perhaps we can discuss it in depth, upon your next visit to 
New York in December, 


Very truly, yours, 


doar ean 
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TO | __ JOHN J. FORD, JR. 
gui th sous ams iy aaa ee RECEIVED -NUMISMATIST 

176 HENDRICKSON AVENUE 
Washington 25, Da NOV 4 eHiGbe ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y. 
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_____— found in 1958. Two of these were examined by Pittman, Newman and Fuld, and are prohably 











These are the Sloss and Carland specimens, 








I own two, as the enclosure indicates, The remaining three are ownéd by the Kagin Bros., 








Jonn H. Murrell and Henry HE. Clifford. There are also two pieces which I believe to be 














impaired "Proofs," plus several first strikes. 


We have developed the negatives ef the shots taken yesterday, and they are excellent, 








each of the seven _ 
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DATE | SIGNED 


SEND WHITE AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBONS INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 


GRAYARC CO., BROOKLYN 32, 








Codie 4 ) PROM 


i ir. Bric P. Newman JOHN J. FORD, JR. 


LOO Bashinction Avenue NUMISMATIST 
176 HENDRICKSON AVENUE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE. WN. ¥. 

















SUBJECT: 1853 USA0G Proof £20. 


row Dear Eric: 
Yesterday, I dug out my two Proof coins, which I nave mmbered TG-122, TG-123 in my ine 
ventory. Both pieces were siruck from the same obverse mic reverse cies, but can be told 
apart by “Lint marks" on the obverse. for purposes of identification, these are: 
TG-122 Obv. diavonal hair from r, stand of first A in MP2 ICA 
TG123 Obv. hair from top of wapties fT in TsERTY 
I will set them weiched down to a + of & erain, which T think shovid be close enouch for 
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SEND WHITE AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBONS INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 


GRAYARC CO., BROOKLYN 32,N. Y. 
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December 8, 1964 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 
Suite kol 

1 West h7th Street 

New York, N. ¥. 10036 


Dear Mr. Ford: — 


Thank you very mueh for your letter of Novem- 
ber 2Oth. 


I don't know what Eric Newman's tentative 
conclusions are, and I am certain that he will want 
to reach final conclusions. This would, I think, make 
any further investigation unnecessary. I hope that 
full agreement can be reached. 


Of course, I will be in New York, and we can 
take up the entire problem then. 


Sincerely yours, 


V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator 
Division of Fumismatics 


| 
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JOHN J. FORD, JR. 


NUMISMATIST 
176 HENDRICKSON AVENUE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE, N. Y. 

















SUBJECT: ___The USAOG "problen" ead 21,1966 


roto A Dear Val: 





Harvey Stack has given me three pairs of 8x10" photographic prints, illustrating the 
obverse and reverse of two 900 Fine 1853 USAOG Twenties, and one 88); Fine variety. He also 
gave me two additional prints illustrating reverse die impressions of the 1852 USAOG Twen- 
ty Dollar reverse. 

Apparently, these illustrate everything that you have in USAOG Twenty Dollar coins. 

Can you tell me exactly what you mean by "lead squeezings." A "soueezing," to my mind, 

is a "splasher;" that is, when a die is completed, in order to find out exactly what he 
has, quickly, the die cutter pours some molten lead on paper, and presses the die into 

it. Is this what you mean.. that these "Nagy" pieces are wafer thin? Or, are they lead 

die trials, made in a press, upon relatively thick planchets? 

I am building up a photographic file of all pertinent USAOG coins. I need four sets of 
the prints that Harvey gave to me (and which you sent to him), with the following specifi- 
cations: The coins to be enlarged to 7 5/8" in diameter. 

The prints to be as "snappy" (i.e. contrasty) as possible 
4" detail quality =e maintained. 
All prints to be on double weight paper, (instead of SWG). 
Geoss7 OF COvese 

T know that this is an imposition, but I have got to get to the bottom of this problem. 
i am building up a master file of photos of all coins, and I want to have all prints iden- 
tical; eventually, you will see what I am doing, as I expect to get to Washington on this 
project later this fall. 

If it is impractical for you to have these prints made, advise if I can borrow the nega- 
tives, and I will have them made within 10 days, and the negatives returned. If you have tr 
prints made, advise the cost, and I'll send a check, should that prove necessary. 

PLEASE REPLY TO ——>__ SIGNED Pest regards— 






























































































































































DATE | SIGNED 


SEND WHITE AND PINK COPIES WITH CARBONS INTACT. PINK COPY IS RETURNED WITH REPLY. 


GRAYARC CO., BROOKLYN 32, N. Y. 








September 26, 1966 


Mr. Joha a oF Yord, RS 
176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre, New York 


Dear Friend: 


I would like te be present at your lecture oa 
American Hiatorleal Medals. Please sead me a transerist 
should it be avatlable, 


I am énelosing negatives Nes. 66, 98, 99, 100 a & b, 
idl a & b, and 102 a & b showing all the USAOG $20 gold 
pieces and related mategial, This is the only way I 
could be of assistauae at this time because I cannot ask 
cur laboratory te do special photographic cepies you asked 
for within the next few weeks. I kaye asked fox coo many 
xush and special jobs already and they ars literally 
"snowed under”. I must have the negatives back since they 
are entered on the inventory. 


The lead aqueezings are actualiy s wafer-thin ‘'splasher" 


and a large die trial on thick broad “planchet’. ‘The 
latter was made probably in the 1920s. I think I have 
enough evidence to prove it, at least in my oun mind. I 
photographed these pieces since Hervey asked for them and 
they were from materfal which he had given to us. I dontt 
believe that the large piece particularly helps te clarify 
the problem yousra concerned with. 


With best regards, 


Sincerely yours, 


Y. Clain-~Stefenelli 
Curater 
Division of Nweismetics 


Enclosure 


a > 
POMNLdeFORD. JR. has 
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176 HENDRICKSON AVE. 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L-1.,'N-Y: 


October 6, 1966 


Dr. V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator, Division of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D.C. 20560 


Dear Vals: 


Many thanks for your letter of September 28th, with the 
two individual and three pair of negatives of the USAOG $20 
pieces and related material. I have put the negatives in 
for photography, and will send them back to you, just as soon 
as the prints are made. 


When you have time, could you send me the thickness, in 
millimetexs, of the lead reverse strike, on a thick broad 
planchet? When I see you, I would like to learn more about 
your observations concerning why you think S.K. Nagy took 
impressions from this 1852 die. 


I have long had the feeling, that mueh U. S. Assay Office 
material, dies included, were shipped back Weer kar de a 
from California in the fall of 1853, and that SoeeesaTv these 
dies were either destroyed or clandestinely removed from the 
Mint @irca 1910-12) Mr. Nagy at that time was very active, 
being instrumental in the sale of the Idler-Hazeltine patterns 
to W. H. Woodin. I think I remember seeing a list of dies 
destroyed in "The Numismatist" of that period, and at about 
the same time it was reported in The Numismatist’ by Edgar H. 
Adams, that a USAOG 1853 proof $20 piece was "discovered," ws.” 
At about the same period, Joseph Mitchelson obtained many lead 
tal pleces of the USAQG, most of which are in the State House 
Hartford today. 


Unfortunately, Miss Eva Adams, no doubt due to the 

activities of Messrs, Breen and Taxay, has clamped down on 
the Treasury Dept. information in her jurisdiction. I will 
need your help, in getting permission to examine material 
stored in some of the Government record centers. For instance, 
I found that the records of the San Francisco Mint, commencing. 

Ocr- 1853, are at 100 Harrison St. in San Francisco, I went there, 

“ and was told that I needed permission from the Bureau of the 

Mint to examine what they had! 


Woes, my, 


JOT NEI RO RID toi: 


I believe that my first stop will be to the National 
Archives, but that will even be difficult for me, as I am 


Short of both time and experience in this type of work. 


Very best personal regards, 


Sincerely, 


Via JT. 
JJFs:dn 


October 19, 1966 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre, Long Island 
New York 


Deay Friend: 
I am pleased to acknowledge your letter of October 6. 


The thickness of the lead squesging is 5.3 om. I 
have every reason to believe that Nagy had lead as well 
as impressions in other metals from various dies. 


it would be interesting, of course, to examine care- 
fully the Joseph Mitchelson material. The material at the 
Archives has been studied by Adams and again by members of 
the Bureau of the Mint and no new matexyial was uncovered 
at that time. The records are easily accessible if one 
discounts the time element. 


Sincerely yours, 


Vs Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator , 
Division of Numismatics 


JOHN J. FORD, UR. 
PS ee ts 
176 HENDRICKSON AVE. 


ROGKVILEE "CENTRE, Eat Nex 


December 22, 1966 


Dr. V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D.C. 20560 


Dear Val: 


When you were in the office recently, we briefly 
discussed the relative merits of X-Rav Diffraction and its 
value in ascertaining if coins have been struck or cast. 


I would like your opinions in response to the follow- 
ing question. Can X-Ray Diffraction show that a planchet 
has been cast, (rather than rolled and drawn), after it 
has been struck upon by coin dies in the conventional manner. 


In my opinion, the surface or near surface molecular 
arrangement of the metal, its grain and its structure, would 
be altered by the pressure of striking, and that the inter- 
pretation of X-Ray Diffraction photographs in such a case, 
would be extraordinarily difficult if not impossible. 


I have been told that X-Ray Diffraction photographic 
results show a much greater diversion of the rays passing 
through a struck coin on a cast planchet. You have had 
much experience with X-Ray Diffraction, and I wonder what 
you think of this line of reasoning. 


With warm wishes for a happy holiday season, I remain 


Sincerely yours 





JJF:dn 


December 29, 1966 


Me. Jobm Jj. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Ayenue 
Rockville Centre, Lone Island 
New York 


Dear Friend: 


I aa pleased to ackwowledge your letter of Decexber 
22 eonterning the relative merite of X-Ray Diffraction. 
Unfortmately, I could not give a cleat answer since there 
are vaylous techaiques that may be used and the results 
could be evaluated in some imstances only if all the cir- 
cumstances are known. 


Tn ether vords, the contention that “X-Ray Diffrac- 
tion photographic results show a mich greater diversion 
of the rays paasing through a struck coin on a cast 
planchet" could not be rejected out of hand, It seems 
to me that this may indicate @ special technique rather 
than the one for which we have capabilities in cur 
laboratory, 1.€., X-Ray Diffraction using back reflection 
techniques. 


Sincerely yours, 
Vs. Glain~Stefanelli 


Curator 
Division cf Numismatics 


JOHN J. FORD, UR. 


176 HENDRICKSON AVE. 


ROGKVILLCE CENTRE, t.L No: 


December 22, 1966 


Dr. Vi Clain-Stetanelli 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D.C. 20560 


Dear Vals 


In studying the various coins of the U. S. Assay 
Office of Gold that are currently controversial, I have 
a strong feeling that these various pieces are ex- 
perimental metal die trials. 


If so, they should vary not in the amount of gold 
contained in each piece (900/1000 Fine), but should vary 
in the amount of silver and copper. 


To pursue my thinking to a logical conclusion, I 
wonder what you think the best method of assaying these 
pieces, without damage to them, might be? 


lam, of course, familiar with Spark Spectral Analysis, 
but wonder what you think of X-Ray Spectography and/or 
Neutron Activation Analysis? The solution clearly lies in 
a Spectographic analysis of some sort, but it must be re- 
membered that these coins are brilliant proofs, and can not 
be damaged in any way. 


I badly need your help in this situation, Val, and 
not only would value your opinion but wonder if you would 
have any suggestions of where I could have a half dozen 
coins reliably assayed using a non-destructive method? 


Please convey my very best wishes to your good wife. 
Charles and I wish both of you a very happy holiday 
season. 


Sincerely yours, 


JJF:dn Jgfin’ ford, Jr. 


December 29, 1966 


Mr. John J. vord, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Ayenue 
Rockville Centxa, Long Island 
Hew York 


Dear Priend: 


This ie in reply to your second letter of Deceuber 22nd 
concerning the “yerinus coins of the U.S. Assay Office of 
Gold that axes cusrently controversiei''. The pieces could be 
tested using X-Ray spectrogeaphy er neutron activation, 
These testing methods would ba absolutely non-destructive. 


The fisst method would give, of eourse, only the analysis 
of a thin surface layer while neutron activazion would analyze 
the entire mass. I: would also meke trace clement analysis 
possible. This analysis could he performed in comercial 
Laboratories, Cux ow lahoystery does not have the facility 
fox mautron activetion analysia. We would hava to ask for the 
assistance of cther facilities. In any event our Laboratory 
would not do any randoa analyses without being able ta design 
the project based on complete infermetion and with a very 
deginite goal in mind. 


t séems fo me thet only if we wera given all the facets 
and £indings would cur laboratory be willing te consider this 
project, Our Assistant Dirertcy has taken on active interest 
lu the work performed and I know thet he would refese te allow 
us to spend amy time on & problex that could act be clearly 
defined for hin. } 


Personally, I am mest reluetant to get invelved before 
having received complete detailed information from the people 
who worked up to now on this projesz. 


Sineerely yours, 


¥. Clain-Stefanelit 
Curator 
Division of Nusiematies 


JOHN J. FORD, UR. 
Les es 
176 HENDRICKSON AVE: 


ROCKVILLE CENTRE, L.-I.,N-Y- 


January 13, 1967 


Dr. V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D.C. 20560 


Dear Val: 


To begin with, I am returning herewith the pair of 4x5" 
negatives that you were so kind to loan to me some time back. 
These are Nos. 66/101 a, 101 b. 


I have your letter of December 29th, in which you explain 
about the two methods of non-destructive coin analysis. 


I did not ascertain from your letter if you had facilities 
for X-Ray spectrography, but assume that you do, or have access 
to such facilities, as that is how we handled the famous Norris, 
Grieg & Norris situation Some years ago. 


I ean not speak for what Mr. Newman or his friends are 
doing but I can tell you what I am doing. The coins that Mr. 
Newman thinks are false, he claims were made from cast dies; 
an original coin being used as a prototype. It is my opinion 
that the same coins #A@6 genuine, and ar me te trial pieces, 
each having 900 parts gold with varying Raped silver and 
copper alloyf. Furthermore, I believe that there may be a 
common foretn element other than gold, silver and copper, in 
the regular USAOG pieces, which may be identifiable and pertinent 
in these "Franklin hoard" coins. 


You might remember that this is exactly how we ascertained 
that the NG & N¥ coin was authentic; it contained three or four 
per cent tin (MSelieve), which your specimen and the Stacks 
specimen also did: 


As a starter, if you are willing, I would like to know the 
composition of the two regular 1853 900 Fine Twenty Dollar pieces 
that you have of the USAOG. One of these is #1624 in the Mint 
Collection Catalogue. Would you want to have either X-Ray spectro- 
graphic or neutron activation done on these for the cause? 


If you are interested in knowing everything that is going 
on in this situation, I can ask Mr. Ronnie Carr if you can be 
provided with a copy of the Newman report. I would have no 
objection to your seeing it, but would hate to send you one 
surreptitiously. After all, like yourself, I must play by at 
least some of the rules. 


YVOmme os. FORD, JR: 


I am willing to give yo any information that is in my 
power, as I have nothing to hide in trying to refute Newman's 
allegations. 


Very best personal regards. 


Sincerely, 





JJF:dn 
Encl. 


ce-j H. Stack 





ar 


176 HENDRICKSON AVE. 


ROCKVILLE ‘CENTRE, L.1.,N_Y. 


Apri "7 1.907 


Dr. V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D.C. 20560 


Dear Val: 

I have not heard a word from you, concerning any of 
my recent letters to you, in connection with either the 
U. S. Assay Office of Gold $20 pieces, or the Zanzibar 
> Ryals that 2 sent. to you. 

The owner of the latter is concerned about his coin 
and wants to know what I am doing with it. Can you tell 
me what you are doing with it? 

Kindly let me hear from you. 


Very best personal regards. 


Sincerely, 





JJF:dn 


April 10, 1967 


My, HM, Salmon 

Conservation Analytical Laboratory 
Smithsonian Institution 
Yashington, DCs 20560 


Dear Mr, Sabson: 


I would appreciate receiving your 
thoughts concerning the facilities aceessible 
te us for performing Trace Element Analyses 
using neutron activation. 


i haves particularly in mind the analysis 
of certain gold coins presumably struck in 1853 
in San Franciseo. 


here could this analysis be performed, 
and how long would it take ts cbtain the 
results, 


sincerely yours, 


Ve. Glain-Stefanelli 
Curator 
Division of Nimisuatics 


April 21, 1967 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

New Netherlands Coin Company 
1 West 47th Street 

New York, New Yerk 10036 


Dear Friend: 


i am sorry about thé delay of my reply but things are 
rather hectic. 


In any analysis I ask for, the Laboratory wants a project 
deseription. The analysis of two pieces in our colieetion 
would not be meaningful while being very expensive. We could 
try to set up a projéct only if a group of related materials 
would have to be tested for comparative purposes. 


The time of our Laboratory is completely taken through 
June. In addition, we de not have the facilities for neutron 
activation or other forms of trace analyses. This would have 
to be scheduled at some other facility. One of the facilities 
we might wish to consider should become available later this 
year at the National Bureau of Standards. 


I should like te mention also that I do not yet know the 
costs involved but we may rum into a serious problem also 
from this point of view. Again, results may be expected only 
Lf tests of a comparative nature may be conducted on a sub- 
stantial number of pleeces. 


With best wishes. 
Sincerely yours, 


V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator 
Division of Numismaties 


sosnneennnnnammnenntniassienemamennmeenteenemcenemtncecanenernm cern rem nenn erar ern ee 
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JOHN Jd: FORD, JR. 
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j76 HENORICKSON AVE. 
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December 13, 1967 


Dr. Ve Clain-Ste fanelli 

Curator, Division of Mmismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 

U.S. National Museum, 
Washington, D.C. 20560 


Dear Vals 


Harvey Stack called me this morning and asked me to send you a 
letter describing, more or less, my background in the numismatic 
business with emphasis upon my interest in Western Americana and 
Forgeries.e 


The Introduction to my report, "The Franklin Hoard of United 
States Assay Office of Gold Coins," gives considerable data rela- 
tive to my history, interests and activities. I was hoping to see 
you here, this week, or early next, so that I could give you the 
last remaining copy of my report. Since you now need it for an addi- 
tional reason, I am having my Attorneys send it to you via AirMail 
Special Delivery to your home address. This will assure your getting 
it over the week end and you will then have a chance to look it over 
before taking any action involving me. 


My report was compiled during July 1967. Since that time I or- 
ganized and participated in "Fakes & Fakers II," the second work- 
Shop on false coins held during a P.N.G. Convention in four years. 
This took place in Chicago, in October, and Virgil Hancock worked 
with me. It was sort of a follow-up to our very successful presen- 
tation at the A.N.A. Convention in Miami Beach in August. 


I am still Chairman of two pertinent P.N.G. Committees, viz: 
(1) Spurious Coins - Detrimental Practices, (2) Authentication. 
I am still Co-Chairman of the Anti-Forgery Committee (Comité de 
lutte contre les faux) of the International Association of Pro- 
fessional Numismatists. If you have been reading "Coin World," you 
will know that one Allan Petrov was hit with a six count indite- 
ment by a Federal Grand Jury in New York on Nov. 21st. This was a 
Situation in which I was directly involved. Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Frank M. Tuerkheimer and U.S. Postal Inspector L. J. Kresky can sub- 
stantiate my interest and participation. In other areas in the fight 
against forgers I have also been active. I have recently prepared a 
form together with a detailed letter of explanation for IeAeP.N. 
members to report forgeries and am assisting in the preparation of 
the first I.,A.P.N. bulletin on the subjecte 


As you may or may not know, I have been associated with Charles 
M. Wormser in the operation of the New Netherlands Coin Co., Ince 
for the last seventeen years. Prior to that I worked for Stack's in 


a 
> JOHNOU POR ae: 
Stefanelli (2) 


1939, 191, h2 and 196. During my association with New Netherlands I 
was responsible for twenty-five public auction sale catalogues which 
are generally considered to be the most authoritative ever published by 
a U.Se numismatic firm. I am currently working on the twenty-sixth. At 
various times I have served or advised Institutions; currently, 1 am 
serving as numismatic consultent to the Bank of California NA. 


When Wayte Raymond was alive I assisted him in putting together the 
"Standard Catalogue of U.S. Coins." Following his death, I prepared 
the 1957 edition for Mrs. Raymond. Currently, I am under contract with 
the Whitman Publishing Co. as editor:of the forthcoming editions of 
a greatly expanded "Standard Catalogue." 


When you come to vist me I shall show you my extensive records on 
Western numismatic items. I can also show you detailed data pertaining 
to forgeries. 


If you need any additional information, please do not hesitate to 
call me. In the meantime, I look forward to seeing you here in Rock- 


ville Centre prior to the end of the year. 


Very best personal regards, 





Ors a. FORD, JR. 
Weenie 


176 HENDRICKSON AVE. 


ROGKVILEE-CENTRE, Lb. No 


Monday, 
February 5, 1968 


Dr. V. Clain—Ste fanelli 

Curator, Division of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 

United States National Museum 
Washington, DeCe 20560 


Dear Dr. Stefanellis 


You have had my report on the USAOG situation, as well as that 
of Walter Breen, for some time. 


Since neither of these reports can be fully utilized without the 
enlerged photographs referred to in them, I have put together a con- 
plete set of the hx5" and 8x10" enlargements produced and displayed 
by me at the ANA Convention in Miami Beach last August. I thought 
that you should have these now, and not have to wait for the set that 
is currently being held by Ronnie Carr in California. 


Enclosed, you will find the following: 


x5" Edge Reedings: USAOG-100, 102 
(Comparative) USAOG-11h, 116 


8x10" Coin Enlargements, obv. and rev. (unless 
otherwise noted): 


AH-100, USAOG nos. 100, 101, 102, 103, 10h, 
105, 106, 107 
USAOG-108, 109 (reverses only) 


Meee ness 190, 31471132, 213, 30), 175,.116 
USAOG-117 (reverse only) 

USAOG-118 (obverse only) 

USAOG nos. 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 12h 
USAOG-125 (reverse only) 

PAGE noe. ee. 127, 128,/129, 131, 132,, 13h 
USAOG-133 (reverse only) 


(USAOG-130 consists of a pair of transparencies) 
All of the prints have been numbered, and you should have no 
trouble at all utilizing them. If you have any questions, please 


do not hesitate to call upon me. 


Very 
y 






° Ford, JYe 


February 9, 1968 é _ 


Mr. John J. Ford, Jr. 

176 Hendrickson Avenue 
Rockville Centre 

Long Island, New York 11570 


Dear Mr. Ford: 


Thank you very auch indeed for your letter of February 
5th forwarding the long awaited photographs. I am most 
grateful for this complete set of 4 x 5 and 8 x 16 enlarge- 
ments showing the following: 


4%3'' Edge Reedings: USAOG-100, 102 
(Comparative) USAOG~114, 116 


810 Coin Enlargements, oby. and rey. Gmiless 
otherwise noted}: 


AH~106, USAOG nos, 100, 191, 102, 103, 104, 
195, 196, 107 
USAGG-108, 109 (reverses only) 


USADG nos. 110, 111, 112, 1313, 114, 115, 416 
USAOG-1L? (reverse only) 

USADG-118 {ebverse only) 

USAOG nos. 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 124 
USAOG-125 (reverse only) 

USAOG nos. 126, 127, 128, 129, 131, 132, 134 
USA0G-133 (reveree only) 


The xveasen for the delay of my acknowledgment is simply the 
fact that I immediately arranged them in display folders which 
enabled me te study them in connection with your report. 


Again, many thanks fer your making this material available 
to us. 


Very sincerely yours, 


V. €lain-Stefanelli 
Curatcr 
Division of Numismatics 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


Memorandum 


Washington, D.C. 


Dr. VV. Clain-Stefanelli 

Curator of Numismatics DATE: March 19, 1968 
Smithsonian Institution 

Deputy 

Director @nd Legal Advisor 

Office of Domestic Gold & Silver Operations 


Request for License to Import Gold Coin 


. John J. Ford, Jr. From: Bank Leu & Co., A.G. 
By: 
176 Hendrickson Ave. Zurich, Switzerland 
Rockville Centre, N.Y. 11570 


We have a request to import the following: 
(1) 1901 rupee, India (design not given) Origgéal, pattern, proof. 


In your opinion does this coin qualify for importation under existing 
restrictions? 


Attached is an application for a license, with photographs, of a rare gold 
bar which Mr. Ford wishes to acquire from P.uul Franklin, Scottsdale, Arizona. 
Do you consider the bar described to be of exceptional numismatic value and, 
in fact, a rare gold bar, eligible for licensing? 


Enclosed are copies of supporting material for your files. Please return 
the original application with photographs after it has served its perpose. 


5-16-68 
If we consider the fact that the list of coins admissible for 
importation released by the ODGSO included a British gold 
pattern, then based on this precedent the Indian pattern of 
1901 should be considered eligible for importation. 


Based on general appearance, the gold bar seems to be 
authentic and therefore eligible for importation. 


Thank you for your usual cooperation. V. Clain-Stefanelli 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


Ere 





3 U. S. TREASURY DEPARTMENT 5 
a@{fice of Domestic Gold and Silver Op@ & 
Washington, D. C. 20220 


APPLICATION FOR A LICENSE TO ACQUIRE, IMPORT, HOLD and/or TR 
(To be filed. in duplicate) 
A separate application must be filed for each bar 








irector, Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations, Treasury Department, Washington, D.C. 20220: 


ication is hereby made, in accordance with Section 54.35 of the Gold Regulations issued under the Gold 
rve Act of 1934 and Section 5(b) of the Act of October 6, 1917, Executive Order 6260 of August 28, 


, ali, as: amended, (for agiiicense sto: eAcquaxre Import Hold X Transport within the 
Lad ies United States 


ld bar which was of recognized numismatic value prior to April 5, 1933* 


> OF APPLICANT John J Jr 76 










Ford 





ESS 


: and address of person from whom bar is to be or was acquired: Paul: Frankiin 8302 East Mon= 


Way, Scottsdale, Arizona, 8525 






slete description of the bar including all markings appearing thereon (attach photographs of all sides), 


eS « > and ht 
nie 79h Ae KNIGHT & CO. * / ASSAYERS / 


ings O75. 11G) G 982 FINE Mf Size 34mm x 60mm x 9.5mm 
Sal m f 
$232. 23 (USI R stamp) Rev. T™ Co. / =) PLE Lae neem 











ht 





> and Address of Manufacturer 








> (in box below), where possible, the name and address of each person who has owned subject bar since 


) to present time: (If more space is needed attach separate sheet) 


NAME ADDRESS DATES OWNED 

r. Carlton Wells Oakland, California From June, 1965 
(and associates) 
round, in June, 1965, 
m bank of Sacramento 
















3AR IS TO BE IMPORTED: 





Port through’ whieh bar As: Gombe sinper Ged. sanmaia aan aaa 
or 
Post Office through which bar is to be received ——---—~—-—~-— 





=sreby certify: 


(a). Theat T am the applicant. —-.-=-—ss--nee 2-7 --------------- ~~~ ~~. =~ ------ ------ ---- 
(b) That I am duly authorized by and on behalf of the applicant to make this application- 
(attach copy of authorization) 
(c) That the facts set forth in this application are true and accurate to the best of my 
information and belief and that I do not have knowledge of any material facts in con- 
nection with such application which are not fully and accurately set forth herein. 


UH 


Official capacity of person signing 


Ae 
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“ess : 
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1 EDITS SET rORN 





THE 


Poet CONS DT 


BUSINESS DIRECTORY 


POL, 2SG' ts 








CONTAINING THE 


NAME AND POST OFFICE ADDRESS OF FACIE MERCHANT, 
MANUFACTURER AND PROFESSIONAL 


NESIDING IN 


THE 8TATES OF CALIFORNIA, OREGON, AND NEVADA; THE TERRITORIES OF 
WASITINGTON, IDAHO, MONTANA, AND UTAH; AND THE 
COLONY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA. 


ALSO, A 


GAZETTEER OF THE COUNTIES, CITIES AND TOWNS, 


AND 


An Exhibit of the Besources of the Pacific Coust. 








FIRST YEAR OF PUBLIOATION. 








COMPILED BY 


BMENEY GG. LANGLEY, 


EDITOR OF THE CALIFORNIA STATE RXGISTER, BTATE ALMANAC, ETC. ETC. 
Price Five Dollars, Gold Qoin, 


SAN FRANCISCO: 
HENRY G. LANGLEY, PUBLISHER, 612 CLAY STREET, 
TOWNE & BACON, EXCELSIOR STEAM PRESSES, 698 CLAY 8TREET. 
1867. 
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ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. 65 


MRT EC ERI <Ho CO. 


ASBAYBDRS OF 


GOLD, SILVER AND ORES, 


OF DVR DD pSOREPaLo n= 
No. BY D STREET, MARYSVILLIC, CAL. 


- ¢—-— > 
ee GUARANT3ZFED. 
— 1_— > 
WE REFER BY PERMIRKION TO 
PARROTY & CO, San Francisco. DECKER & JEWETYV, Maryaville. RIDROWE & COL, Camptonyiile, 


HIDEOUT XW SMIPI, Maryayttte. VAN MULLER A CO) Maryxvibe, JL CONLY & CO, La Morte. 


JOHN ROHR & Co. 


26 & 28 SD SERIE. 2A we Vili 


DEALERM IN 


FURNITURE and BEDDING, 


SPRINCS, PULU, HAIR AND FEATHERS, 


Mirrors, Frames and Mouldings, Window Shades and Cornices, 
UPHOLSTEURY Goons, 
BILLIARD ‘TABLES AND GOODS OF ALE DESCRID’TIONS. 


GIBSON & UPHAM, 


(Successors to NOONEN & CO.) 


No. 95 D Street, next to Odd Fellows’ hibon Marysville, 


DEALERS IN 


UPHOLSTERY GOODS 


Paper Manginga, Rosewood and Git Moutdinga, Ploture Frames, Pleture and 
Window Glass, Window Shades, Green, Bajf and White Hollanda, 


MmOOoOKING GiASSESB, 


Git Corniees, Curtain Loops, Curtain Loops and Bandas, Pheture Nallx, Pleture Tassel, Fringes, Giinps, 
Cords, Vosxels, etc. Also, a largo ussortinent of 


ENGRAVINGS AND LIVPILOGIRIADPIIS. 
VICTURES FRAMED TO ORDER, 


FLETCHER & HOBSON, 
Fancy and Staple Dry Goods, 
CARPETS, OIL CLOTH, 
CALIFORNIA CLOTHS AND BLANKETS, 


No. 31 D STREFKT, A at ILLE. 


-~—4 mwe@m > ~ te 


PARTICULAR ATTENTION PAID TO COUN ERY ORDA. 








JOHN J.FORD, UR. 
ae 
Shemismatist 
176 HENORICRBON ave. 


Rocrvitte CENTRE, CM. Ve 


May 8, 1961 


Mr. Nathan Hoffman 
54% Wyandotte West 
Windsor, Canada. . 


Dear Mr. Hoffman: 


I have, this day. at your request, examined and weighed 
a mixed metal (Electrum) Assay ingot, predominately gold, 
which can be described as follows: £ 


Top edge: Me ty) BOLES 

Obversea: PRESCOTT /Dec.8./1883 

Right end: 9.22 

Bottom edge: FIRST BAR 

Reverse: AU. AGold) S26 F -7 
AG. (Silver) 439 F. 


is piece, initially cast and then crudely stamped with 


ia letter punches, is of the style, and resembles 
1oseily, .ovner, Similar ingots, struck and issued by N. A. 
Boles, a pioneer AsSa yer Ot Prescot, Arizona’ Territory. In 
my opinion, the above described ingot, weight approximately 
417 grams, is absolutely genuine and of contemporary ismwe. 


¥ 


it, Waa f1esy. sent to me-for examination by V.. L. 
merenetom.. 10113 56th St., Mira Loma, Calif., Oct., 1959. 


If you wish to have prints from the negative(s) made An 
ph sovograpaing this item for me, by the American Numismatic 
Society, 155-157th Sts. ae Res cal New: York City; it is 
verfectly alright with me you request (and pay for) Same 
- directly from the ANS. 


‘Respectfully submitted, 


fod 
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[aD STATES ATTORSMT United States Department of Justice 
ATTENTION OF 
ASISTANT SHOWN BELOW 





UNITED STATES ATTORNEY 


18400 . EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 
OUR FILE HO. = dato 
2 ‘eens 22° oe 815 FEDERAL BUILD 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226 
April 20th, 1965 
Re: Hoffman, Customs Libel 
John C. Ray 


1302 Lafayette Bldg. 
Detroit, Michigan 


Dear Mr. Ray; 


Confirming our recent telephone conversation the Department of 
Justice, through Mr. George Long, has advised me that there are factors 
in this situation which would indicate that a compromise offer could 
be properly entertained. 


However, if we are to reach an acceptable compromise it will be 
necessary for your clients to submit a written assurance to this office 
informing me that they will receive gold coins and the gold bar in 
Canada and that they will not return said items to this country other 
than through lawful channels and with proper authority. It will also 
be necessary for you, on behalf of your clients, to submit to the 
local Customs Bureau a written request for a re-appraisal of the jewelry 
which you feel might come within the antique classification. 


Please submit your offer in compromise together with said assur- 
ance and a copy of the request for re-appraisal to this office . 


Thank you for your cooperation. It is my hope that we can dispose 
of this matter as quickly as possible. 


Very truly yours, 
Lawerence Gubow 


U.S. J ee Oe 
by Patricia J. Africa) A 


Asst. U.S. Attorney 


a 


cc Helen Soloman, Bureau of Customs 
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UNYFED STATES ATTORNEY 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF MICHIGAN 
OUR ¥ILH NO. 


rereruonz; 226-3105 $15 FEDERAL BUILDING 
DETROIT, MICHIGAN 48226 


September 16, 1965 


Mr. John C. Ray 
Attorney at Law 

1302 Lafayette Bldg., 
Detroit, Michigan 48226 


Re: One 1955 Buick - 4-door hardtop sedan 
HOFFMAN, Customs Libel - File # 18,400 


Dear Mr. Ray: 


Confirming our telephone conversation of September 14, you are advised 
that the Government will entertain your compromise offer in the amount 
of $2,000.00. In this regard, please review my letter of April 20, 
1965, setting forth the conditions upon which the offer will be con- 
BIneree, “Les. 


1 - written assurance of receipts and retention of gold 
in Canada, and 


2 - request for re-appraisal. (see note below) 


I shall expect to receive a check from your clients together with the 
two aforementioned items by October 1, 1965. 


Very truly yours, 


Lawrence Gubow 
United States Attorney 


By aS eb Do 


Patricia J. Pernick¢ 
Assistant U. S. Attorney 





PJP :hh r 


Re-appraisal was not requested, but was waived in offer in com- 
promise. It referred to certain items under seizure which were nee 
to be antiques and not subject to seizure. 


i ! Vn. i 
/ 
| Cau Office 
2s C, Kay 
| LYetrott % 
WOODWARD 1-4541 
CABLE ADDRESS - JONRAY A ; i, 1966 
Hon. Joba L. Murphy : [ee , 3 
Asst. U. 8. Atyorney General PLE ge 
Department of ‘Justice = 2d, IF 
Washington, D.C. nee 3 , 


Re: Diane and Nathan Hoffman 
Dear John: 


At last Tuesday's conference, April $, 1946, you requested 
me to Durnish you with authorities for my olaim that the *Presectt, 
Dee. §, L883" Arisona territerial gold piece under seisure in the 
aforecaptioned matier is not subject to seizure and forfeiture. Yeu 
considered the 52,000.00 effer inadequate, sines the mumismatic gold 
piess was appraised te have a value ef $12,000. 


fas basia of my contention is that the Presidential Proelen- 
ation or Executive Orders pertaining to goldesins, bullion, ete., be- 
ginning with Ex. Ord. Ho. 6260 of August 28, 1963 and through to Ex. 
Ord. No. 10965 of January 15, 1961 pertained to hoarding, sarmarking 
of goid ecin, bullion, currency and transactions in fereiga exchange 
involving gold. Nowhere did thees executive orders prohibit impert- 
ation of gold eoins or bullien. The stated purpose was to protect our 
gold reserves which were endangered by hoarding and exportation of thea 
metal. Hoards of gold coin, then current, were to be flushed ont and 
surpeccersd, and other transactions were licensed and clesely regulated. 
The only exesption to licensing were geld coins of mmismatic interest 
ang value. Section & of the first Prodamation of August 28, 1933 (Sec. 
95a, Title 12 §.3.C.) expressly exempted such items from licensing re- 
Guivemsnts. This exemption was in effect in August, 1961 at the tine 
of eabject seisure, and Paragraph 1655 of the Tariff Act of 1930 aecorded 
fres entry to "eoins of gold, silver, copper and other metals". I was 
retained by ths Eofimans early in 1963 to get some action on their matter 
whieh was then pending decision in the Customs Bureau and in ths gold 
section of tne Treasury Department. A high official in the latter depart- 
ment (requested anonymity), early in 1963 expressed ean opinion to me that 
the invsived gelé coins and subject territerial gold pisee were net sub- 
ject to seisure and forfeitures. Nevertheless, James 4, Reed, then Assist- 
ant Secretary of the Treasury, in August, 1963, only remitted the forfeit- 
ure of certain Mexican gold coins which were ginted pravious to 1933. 





iP} . i. ca : 
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john ie Ry 


Hou. Jona L. Murphy - Continued Page 2 


fhe territorial gold piece is a genuine certified vumiaematic 
ites, mech older then the Mexican coins released by Mr. Reed. 1% was 
roughly minted in 1683 in Prescott, Arizona in the gold rush days, and 
circulated as currency in the West during those early years. Its 
authenticity has been certified to by John J. Ford, Jr. on May 8, 1961 
aw get forth in his attached certificate. Mr. Ford is a highly recog- 
nized muiematist. Also attached to subject offer (in your file) is 
the confirming opinion of A. F. Rand, a local coin dealer and member 
of the American Humismatic Association. For further substantiation, I 
gave you the seme of Dr. ¥. Clain Staffanelli, Official Curator of Coins 
at the Sadthsonian Institete. : 


It is sy contention that subject gold territorial piece, no 
matter what might be its value - 91.00 or $1,000,000.00 ~ is not subject 
to forfeiture, Although conceivably being within the definition of 
"nerchandise® ag broadly defined in the Tariff Act of 1930, there was no 
prehibition in substantive lew or administrative proclamation or ragula- 
tion against it being imported into the United States in August, 1761. 
It was part of the private coin collection owned by the Hoffmans. Er. 
Hoffaan is a coin dealer and for years previous to August, 1961 he has 
attended and participated in numismatie conventions and shows in the 
United States. The territorial gold piece was not "merchandise" in the 
sense of the miscellansous (rather junky) jewelry found in the possession 
of Mrs. Eoffman, and for the remission of which the offer of $2,000 was 
RES » 


fhe history of Section 1592, TMtle 19 U.S.C. and 4ts anessters 
prior to August, 1961, fails to disclose any ease of ssigures and forfeit- 
ures of gold, gold coins or any other coins or of money per se. Imports 
of gold and of its metallic equivalent were to be encouraged -- they xf 
rengthened cur economy ~- the objective of the executive orders from 
Jamary, 1961. 


Section 1592, om which the seisure is based, treats of situations 
involving fraudulent op false practices where the United States "shall or 
may be deprived of the lewfnl duties, or any portion thereof, accruing upon 
ths merchandise or any portion thereef". What duty attached to the gold 
coins and subject territorial gold piece? How could there be any fraud 
upon the rsvenus, er possibility that the United States might be deprived 

of any lawful duties? ‘The iteas were imsune to duty under Paragraph 1655 
and exsnptsd from licensing under the various executive orders. 


ne 


strengt 
1933 to 


Ia August, 1961 the territorial gold piece had the sane quality 
as anelent coins ~- "pieces of eight", "doubloons", ete. -- no longer 
corrent, but certainly recognized numismatically and tarifivise. Further- 
more, We are comserned with an American product and sot a foreign coin. 
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Hoa. Jomm L, Rarphy - Continued Page 3 


You gould not understand the tenor of my offer in compromise - 

Ae OY ee ee een te ee ee 

asa sonfining the offer to the jewelry. You further stated that your 
file on the case begins in November, 1965. I attach hereto Xerex copies 
of latéers dated April 20 and September 16, 1965 from Patricia J. Pernick, 
Assistant U.S. Attorney at Detroit. You will note that she consulted 
with a Georges Long of your departeent and that, as a condition to enter- 
taining the offer, there would have to be an assurance that the gold coins 
and gold piece would be delivered to and received by the proponents in 
Canada and would not be returned to the United States without 
with the laws and regulations promulgated ami in effect after August, 1961. 
Ia view of the foregoing.letters I felt no need to expand (as I am now 
doing) aa to why the gold eoins and the territerial gold pieces wers not 
subject te ssisure and forfeiture. I had every reason to believe that the 
govermecnt Finally was satisfied in that respect, ~~ that the Department 
ef Justices felly investigated and researched the issues. What happened to 


fpaditionally, offers in compromise were entertained uhere there 
were mitigating ecirmemsteances and/or doubtful situations of lew and fact. 
I Bave hed many years of experience with these matters while with the gov- 
ermesent and cutside thersof. I will not dwell on the facts, althouch I 
esuld. Suffies it to say that this matter has bsen pending a long tine, 
sizes five years, and shevuld be disposed cf as promptly as possible. ‘the 
pending offer was sutaltted in reliance upon and in accordance with thse 
priokactes spies of your Department, and the reliability of the Department is 
involved. 


Sines you are consulting with Floyd Pomeroy of the Penalties 
Section of the Bureau of Customs, I am sending him a copy hereof to axpedite 
matters. If you wieh any further comment, I will be glad to furnish same; 
however, I feel that enough has been said to justify the acceptance of the 
offer without further delay. 


Sincerely yours, 


John ¢. 

JCRsED nied 
Ene. 
es: My. Floyd 3. Pomeroy 

Div. of Satry, Value & Penalties 

Barean of Customs 

2100 K Street 

Washington, BD. C. 20226 


= 





TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
BUREAU OF CUSTOMS 
WASHINGTON 


BPR 21 1566 oa 


ie eit PES 520.11 A 


Leland Howard, Birector 
Office of Domestic Gold and 
Silver Gperations 
Preasury Department 
Washington, BD, Ss. “Boee0 


Bear Mr. Hoverd: 


‘We are enclosing ¢opies of correspondence addressed to 


John L. Murphy, Department of Justice, Washington, D. ©., 


wWeich concern the importation of gold articles by Mr. end 


ira. Wathen Hoftean. 


Your attention ia invited to the fact that the epplicable 
law incthis case is title 19, United States Code, section 
1497 and not title 19, United States Code, seetion 1592 
as gtated in the letter. The ioss of revere is not 
relevant to the validity of this esse. 


®his sorrespondence is forwarded for your information and 
otmment. 


Sincerely yours, 


"Tsigned) RAYMOND FE TURNER 
RAYMOND E. TUSHER 
Director, Division of 
Entry Procedures and Penalties 


y 


Dr. V. Clain-Stefanelli 

Curator of Numismatics May 2, 1966 
Smithsonian Institution 

Mrs. Ida P. Davidson ieee 
Assistant Director gstened}. te 
Office of Doméstic Gold and Silver Operations 

Correspondence relating to a gold bar imported into the United States by 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Hoffman. 


P > 
tray Asch 
tiIAV iV» 


The attached correspondence is forwarded to you for your information. 
The gold bar referred to was delivered to your office on April £2, 1966 
for your opinion and authentication as to its rarity. 


Thank you for your continued cooperation. 


Mrs. Ida ?. Davidson July 6, 1966 
Asgistant Director 
Office of Desestic Gold and Silver Cperations 


¥. Clain-Stefanelli, Curator of Numismatics 
Seithsonian Institution 


Authentication of Prescott Bar and Humbert Proofing Ingot 


In wy opinion, the Prescott bar imported by Mr. and Mrs. Nathan 
Hoffman az well as the Humbert proofing ingot are authentic. 


i regret thet it has taken us so long te answer your memorandus. 


a 
~” 


EO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 
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J oNAL FORM NO. 10 


EY .y 1962 EDITION 
* "SA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


“pr. Vii Sterasel ts. DATE: August 4, 1966 


: Maurice E. Salmon 


Conservation-Analytical Laboratory 


Your. requisition No. 32, CAL 351 


X-ray emission spectrography showed this piece to be composed of 
predomonately gold and silver with a small amount of copper. The 
specific gravity is 13.60 ems/cm3. According to the compilation of 
Dast and Zondernuis the specific gravity is consistant with a composition 
of 50-55% gold; 40-45% silver and 3-4.5% copper. The legend stamped on 
the reverse gives the compositon as An 528 F and Ag 439 F. 


Visual appearance indicates that this is an end segment of a longer 
bar which was probably cast and cut into manageable pieces. There may 
also have been some planishing done on the obverse side. The weight of 
this bar-is 27.051, gms. 


Raw TT © Caninas Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


OPTIONAL FORM NO. 130 5010-108 
y; MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 77 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TREASURY DEPARTMENT 


Memorandum oe 


TO : Dr. V. Clain-Stefanelli DATE! November 5, 1965 
Curator of Numismatics 


} toa 


a S 
FROM: Mrs. Ida P. Davidson, Assistant Director, VE) 
Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations 


SUBJECT: 


Enclosed are copies of the proposed application and license forms 
in connection with rare gold bars, together with a copy of the pertinent 
amendment to the Gold Regulations. } 


Have you any suggestions as to any other information we should 
require or any comments? We will greatly appreciate any thing you 
have to offer. 


I might add that where the bars are unidentifiable or questionable 
from the photographs we will require them to be sent in for examination. 


Enclosures 


RECEIVED 
NOV 8 71865 
NUMISMATICS 


November 9, 1965: 


I have no suggestions concerning other information you should require. I 

must say, however, that only very seldom will it be possible to establish 
ownership of bars since date of manufacture up to the present time. This 

is an absolute impossibility in the case of early bars, ancient Roman, Maltese, 
Australian, Brazilian, etc. Neither would it be possible to produce this 
kind of evidence for, let's say, 16th, 17th, or 18th century Spanish American 
bars found in the course of underwater exploration. The same would be true for 
many early American bars. Actually only in exceptional instances could owner- 
ship of bars from date of manufacture to the present be shown. Maybe a 
somewhat different formula could be found. 


I might add that bars don't necessarily have six sides, since one could consist 
of a round ingot that might conceivably occur. But this would be a very rare 
occurrence, of course. shez8 ef, ane 
eh get ee AY ay wet LY , 
V. Clain-Stefan¢lli, 
Curator, Numismatics 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 





GOLD BAR 
Eagle Mining Co. $91.86 


1875; Nos 15 
879 AV 
113 AR 
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(Febr. 1, 1966 - Treasury Dep.) 
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OPT; ONAL FORM NO. 50 
MAY 142 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


5010-107 


Leland Howard, Director 


DATE: December 27, 1965€ 
Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Cperations ae 
U. S. Secret Service 


| 

| 

| 

| 

| | 

: Inspector Jack C. Nielsen 


ECT: John Parsons, et al - GRA Case 





This office has received from our Denver office two gold pieces 
scribed as follows: 


1 Octagon-shaped gold piece, $50 denomination, 1309 gr., 


887/thousands fine, J. Parsons & Co, Colo. 1860 


Rectangular gold piece, $20 denomination, 184 Carat, 
25 6/10 DWT, stamped "Parsons & Co., Assayers, Col., 
1860, Twenty Dols" 

Attached is a statement from the owner of 
Ronald Moreschini, providing the facts as 
came into his possession, 


the two gold pieces, Dr. 
to how the gold pieces 


It is requested that your office determine whether or not these gold 
pieces are of special numismatic value and, if so, whether or not 
they can be retained by Dr. Moreschini. 


‘As requested by you, the two gold pieces will be retained in the se= 
curity vaults of the Counterfeit Section of this Service until your 


office requests them for examination. 


Attachment 


era 
Resus ss seat 











OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106 
MAY 1962 EDITION 


/ y UNITED “STATES GOVERNMENT TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
es Washington, D.C. 
Memorandum 


ate : DE V's. Sey ames oe DATE: February 8, 1966 
Curator of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 


Beet Dr. Leland Howard, Director 


Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations 

SUBJECT: 
Secret Service Case CO 1-13,937, Dr. Ronald Moreschini, 
Pueblo, Colorado, concerning Parsons $20 and $50 gold ingots 


The Special Investigations Section of Secret Service (telephone 
extension 2303) has advised this office that they have no ob- 
jection to your holding these gold pieces for whatever length 
of time you wish in order to make your investigation. If you 
will call them when you are ready for the bars, they will have 
a Secret Service Agent bring them to you along with a receipt 
for you to sign. 


This office would like to have a statement from you giving your 
professional opinion on the authenticity and numismatic interest 
of all gold pieces that are to be covered by a license. Whatever 
procedures you wish to use to arrive at your conclusion, such 

as consultations with people outside the Government, are entirely 
up to you. 


Enclosed are copies of the TG-32 Application Form and the TGE-32 
license Form and Federal Register Excerpts of August 21, 1965 
concerning gold bars. As you will note from Section 54.35, gold 
bars which have been of recognized special value to collectors 

of numismatic items at all times since prior to April 5, 1933 

may be licensed. Gold bars made after December 31, 1900 shall be 
presumed not to be of such recognized special value to collectors. 
Therefore, this office would like a statement from you setting 
forth whether or not in your opinion the gold bars have been 

of such recognized special value. With reference to bars made 
after 1900, we would like to know if in your opinion the bars 

are of such recognized special value as to overconethe presumption 
in Section 54.35. 


Since we are in the beginning phase of gold bar licensing, any 
suggestions you have for establishing procedures for the handling 
of these cases would be welcome. 





Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
ccs Secret Service, Special Investigations Section 


i 





SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION Cal No.242 
REQUISITION FOR SERVICES OF opel wepos 
CONSERVATION-ANALYTICAL LABORATORY ~ 77 “4: NO: 


: 
Section A—Requisitioner: Assign Unit Req. No.; complete Section A; submit copies 1, 2, & 3. 
(Cite Unit Req. No. when referring to this requisition). 


FROM (Unit & Approving Official) : DATE: March 22, 1966 
FOR—DESCRIBE SERVICE(S) REQUIRED AS TO: igust 4, 1966 
OBJECT: CAT. NO. 
Gold Bar 
DESCRIPTION: 


Parsons & Co., Assayers 1860 
18% carat, Twenty Dollars 


NATURE OF REQUEST: 
omposed of 
Examination for method of manufacture The 
‘ion of 
l composition 


stamped on 
Section B—Laboratory: Complete and return copies 1 & 3 and object to Requisitioner. 


EXAMINATION BY: M. E. Salmon DATE: 8/2/66 $62 Ioupér 
TIME: There may 
REPORT: Visual examination of this bar indicates COST: weight of 


that it was cast into an approximately rectangular shape and 
then planished to its final form. X-ray diffraction indicates 
a heavily cold worked structure at the surface. X-ray emission 
spectrography indicated predominately gold and silver with a 
small amount of copper. The bar weighs 39.771 ems. 


CONCLUSION: This bar was cast,mildly planished and the 
lettering hand-stamped. 


Report by: 
NEG. NO Supervisor: 


sol 
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Copy 1 aercreng (Over) 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 5010-106 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


: Drei. Clern=Sceragciag 


Curator of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 


Mess Ndawe. Davacdse: 


Assistant Director 


a feat L Ae 
Cf 47 i 
/ (oT —TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
cys Washington, D.C. 


4 Re 


DATE: May 2, 1966 


Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations 
Correspondence relating to a gold bar imported into the United States by 


Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Hoffman. 


The attached correspondence 


is forwarded to you for your information. 


The gold bar referred to was delivered to your office on April 22, 1966 


for your opinion and authentication as to its rarity: 


Thank you for your continued cooperation. 





Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 
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‘October 12, 1966 


Mr. Laurence A. Ardall ; i 
ae Attorney at ars A 


- ma = 4 ony iss 
In response to your October 7th letter. the cola 
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RONALD MORESCHINI, D.D.S. 
302 BON DURANT BUILDING 
PUEBLO, COLGRADO 


November 16, 1967 


Mr. Laurence A. Ardell v: 
Attorney at Law 

314 Bon Durant Building 

Pueblo, Colorado 81003 


Res John Parsone & Co, 
Gold Bars 


Dear Mr. Ardell: 


Iam forwarding to you information necessary to answer the 
letter from Rolland H. Osborne dated April 4, 1967. His letter 
gives two factors which "appear" to cast doubt on their authenticity. 


1. No information that Parsons & Co. ever manufactured a 
$50 slug. 


2. Manufactured in a manner which is dissimilar from the 
methods employed by the manufacture of gold bars during 
the period the Parsons bars were manufactured. 


In answer to the above, I refer you to page 243 of "A Guide 
Book of United States Cans", 19th edition, 1966: 


"John Parsons & Co." 

Tarryall Mines ~- Colorado 1861. Very little is known 
regarding the mint of John Parsons and Co., although it is . 
reasonably certain that it operated in the southern part of Colorado 
near Tarryall, in the summer of 1861. Information is very sparse 
and the $50 slug I have was probably a trial type. 


In answer to their second point, lagain refer you to page 243 
of the above-mentioned book, My gold piece is an exact duplicate 
in every respect. No two manufacturers made their bars in the 
same way. Also, any one manufacturer might have changed his 
methods from one bar to the next. 








me 


~ 


RONALD MORESCHINI, D.D.5. 
302 BON DURANT BUILDING 
PUEBLO, COLORADO 


Mr.. Laurence A. Ardell -2- November 16, 1967 


Since there is no chance of tracing the history of these two 
bars, I believe the only way they could be proven authentic or not 
authentic would be to let the bars speak for themselves, e.g., 

l. General appearance as compared to the only other 

known authentic bar which I believe is in the Smithsonian 
Institute. 

2. Gold content as compared to its marked carat and weighi. 

3. Gold alloy as compared to gold alloys found in Colorado, 

where presumably the gold came from. 

4, Gold alloy as compared to the gold alloy with the only 

known specimen in the Smithsonian Institute. 


If the bars or bar compare favorably with the above, then l 
believe there can be no doubt that they are authentic, 


If they are authentic, there is no question of the great 
historical, Numismatic, and monetary value of them. Also, they 
were made in 186], prior to December 31, 1900, and not subject 
to any license. Each bar is an individual item, and each shouid 
be judged individually. | 


Yours very truly, 





Ronald Moreschini, D.D.S. 
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OPTIONAL FGRM NO. 10 
MAY 1562 EDITION . 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-15.8 


UNITED eS Ra ros CO-1-13,937 





M emorandum 


U. S. Secret Service 
SATC Bouck - Special Investigations 
SAIC Osborne - Denver 


John Parsons and Company - Gold Ingots 


Reference is made to memorandum directed to you. on March 29, 1967,. 

by the Office of Domestic Gold and Silver Operations. On Page 2 

in the second paragraph it was suggested that Dr. Ronald Moreschini 
consider retention of the questionable gold bars by the Curator of 
Numismatics at the Smithsonian Institution to provide time for fur- 
ther study and comparison. The concluding sentence of that paragraph 
states: "In the meantime, we would be glad to receive any information 
which Dr. Moreschini may be able to submit as to the authenticity and 
numismatic value of the bars." 


On April 4, 1967, we forwarded a letter to Dr. Ronald Moreschini, with 
a copy te Attorney Laurence A. Ardell, outlining portions of the 
opinion furnished by the Smithsonian Institution and suggesting that 
they submit any further information available concerning the authenti- 
city and numismatic value of the bars. 


I attach a letter dated November 16, 1967, addressed to Attorney Ardell 
by Dr. Moreschini, which appears to ovtline very well his arguments 


concerning the authenticity and recognized numismatic value of the gold 
bars in question. 


I suggest that Dr. Moreschini's letter be submitted to the Office of 
Domestic Gold and Silver Operations for further consideration, and that 
the Snitrszonian Institution be requested to now advise whether any ad- 


ditional information is available by which a judgment can be made in 
this case. 





Rolland H. Osborne 
Special gate Charge . 
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GPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
MAY 1902 EDITION 
GSA FPR (45 CER) 191-11-6 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum 


TO : Mr. Thomes W. Wolfe - Director DATE? 11-26-67 
Office of Domestic Gold & Silver Operations 


FROM + SATC Bouck ~ Special Investigations CO-1-13 


SUBJECT: John Parsons and Company - Gold Ingots 


> a 2 
made to memorandum from your office dated 3-20-57 
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Form No. £588 (Revised) 
MBMORANDUM REPORT 


si 





INVESTIGATION HADE BY 


DISTRIBUTION 


og 3 | 
‘ Indianapolis = | 


: A .fs 
ae UNITED STATES SECRET SERVICE | Ae A, 
TREASURY DEPARTMENT 





1-16-68 
oRIGINIndianapolis JES ___OFFIce Miami, Fla. FlLEHO 3-11~-$3/,6-S 
Gold eet | Closed... Clair Stuckey | ; 
INVESTIGATION MADE AT PERIOD COVERED esi a ame : : 





Miami, Fla. _ oo hehe gs 


SA Philip L. Lindsley 
DETAILS — ae 


SYNOPSIS 


« Smith and Smith, Biscayne Blvd., Miami, Fla., 
{S$ operated by rare coin collector, Sidney W. W. 
omith, and his son, Arthur J. Smith. Sidney W. 
Smith is of record at Miami in numerous alleged 
violations; prosecution declined. Investigation 
transferred to Indianapolis. 





DETAILS OF INVESTIGATION 


Reference is made to M/R of SA John E, Sibert, Indianapolis, dated 1~16- 68 under 
file 2-7-764.0. 


It was determined that Smith and Smith, Biscayne Blvd., Telephone 377-1200, igh 
is the office of Miami coin dealer Sidney W. Smith. The business is also known 
by the Smith Rare Coin Co. The business address is 2510 and/or 2512 Biscayne Blvd. 


eee 


Miami. To business telephone numbers are listed for Smith ~ 377-1200, and 5372s. 


Sidney W. Smith is of record 4 Miami in the following cases: 
CO~1—1h, 735 
3-3-9198-S 
3—-~5773-S 
CO~-1-3157 
3-1-8435-S 
2=2=5128-S 
3=11.-3753-5 
1-3-4341~S 


COPIES REPORT MAD 
Orig. cle 
. ore <L 
1 Philip L.; Pees 
APPROVED 


_OL.4 VAN, be dg 


piaeas reset errstred ort ne Moment rian spear meinmrr— nen f 


DATE 






Miami 


ee LA eae ET TEMIAL AGENT ia ou a ee 





a nr enter enter eorremeneenee sme © 


The above cases reflect that Sidney W. Smith has engaged in selling mutilated 
currency as "mint errors"; distribution of flashnotes; distribution of hand 
carved U. S. coin jewelry; possession and attempted sale of alleged "Parsons 
gold ingot"; and involved with $20 "Parsons" ingot. 


In the above cases where violations were presented to the United States Attornsy, 
prosecution was declined as "criminal intent" could not be established. Personal 
interviews of Sidney W. Smith by Miami Agents in the past indicate that he is 
well versed in currency, coin, and gold laws, particularly to the element of 
fraud included in most violations. 


SUSPECT 


Sidney William Smith - white, male, American, DOB 1~2~18 in Akron, Ohio; 6~2; 
212; gray hair and.eyes; Dade Public Safety Department ID #30039; residence 
116 4 Terr., Rivo Alto Island; Miami Beach, Florida. Smith was fingerprinted 
at Dade PSD, Miami, on 3-4-59 for Special Deputy Sheriff, and FBI return 
reflected "no prior record". No local police record of Smith could be located. 
Operates Smith Rare Coins, 2512 Biscayne Blvd., Miami, Fla. 


UNDEVELOPED LEADS 

Based on past experience with Sidney W. Smith, it is concluded that a personal 
interview of Smith would not be productive at this time. Investigation is 
transferred to the Indianapolis Office for that office to arrange a supervised 


"buy" or whatever action they deem necessary. 


For the information of the Indianapolis Office, Headquarters has been requested 
to determine if Sidney W. Smith has a gold license. 


DISPOSITION 


Until such time as a "buy" can be arranged by Indianapolis Office, this cass 


is being closed at Miami. | 
ATTACHMENTS 


To Indianapolis: Photo of Sidney W. Smith (1959) 
‘ Yellow page telephone directory advertisement 
of Sidney W. Smith Rare Coins. 
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TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 





OPTIONAL. A NO. 10 5010-106 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 277 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT TREASURY DEPARTMENT 
Washington, D.C. 
Memorandum 


Dr. V. Clain-Stefanelli pate: February 15, 1968 
Curator of Numismatics 
SmithsoniGn Institution 


Ruth W. Picknell, Deputy Director & 
Legal Advisor, Office of Domestic 
Gold and Silver Operations 


Background material relating to the case of Dr. Romald Moreschini of 
Pueblo, Colorado, and two Parsons bars ((1) $50 and (1) $20) presently 
in your possession for examination. 

Attached are various Secret Service reports as well as correspondence 
relating to the Moreschini case involving two Parsons bars which Dr. Moreschini 
claims are genuine. 

After completion of your examination it will be appreciated if 
you will give this Office a report of your findings in order that we 
may render our decision regarding the disposition to be made of the bars 
in question. 

Also attached is a copy of my letter to John J. Pittman which may 
be of interest to you. 

Again I want to express the appreciation of this Office for your 
cooperation and consideration of our problems relating to gold coins and 


gold bars. 


Buy U.S. Savings Bonds Regularly on the Payroll Savings Plan 


$1930 SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION Cal No. 53 +f 
REQUISITION FOR SERVICES OF Meese 
CONSERVATION-ANALYTICAL LABORATORY ~” eq.No. 7 


Section A—Reguisitioner: Assign Unit Req. No.; complete Section A; submit copies 1, 2, & 3. 


(Cite Unit Req. No. when referring to this requisition). 


FROM (Unit & Approving Official): Numismatics DATE: February 15, 1968 
V. Clain-Steranells as 
FOR—DESCRIBE SERVICE(S) REQUIRED AS TO: 
OBJECT: Please substantiate authenticity CAT. NO. 
of two Parson's gold bars. I have condemned them some time ago 
and a lawsuit against the Government may develop. 
DESCRIPTION: 


Two Parson's gold bars 


NATURE OF REQUEST: 





Section B—Laboratoty: Complete and return copics 1 & 3 and object to Requisitioner. - 








hoe ee 
EXAMINATION BY: Harold Westley fw.) DATE: 
TIME: 
REPORT: OTe nee COST: 
Percent 
Samples Ag Au aa Cu Fe Pb Pd PE eke Zn 
$23 15.0 M* N.D.* 0.1 0.0006 0.0006 N.D.* N.D.* 
Es <0 . 0006 N.D.* <G .0006 
$5 15.0 Me MLD O.0006)~—C COS Nae eee 
el ne ls ey SO a (OU gue Nin re 0 ee 
$10 20.0 M* 0.06 0.003 6:02° 0 ° Vbe aee 
ieee _10 LOL 0.0006 = N.D.* ~~ <0.0006 
$90. .) 10.0, Me Ol0eL 0.0006 O-D00G) 0.0 7 een 
Ape 15.0 <0. 0006 $Osau gle QeOCs ans, 
$50 10.0 M* N.D.* 0.0006 N.D.* O6005s) 0.04 
10.0 <0 .0006 0.05 0.065 
_—timit_of bE Rs! See elsee: UR Ma Teen ieee EL Oe ey 
Herereton : Ns Sed. eg ti eee 
*Symbols (M- denotes major “constituent “Report by: Tey. 
pense Leo 
NEG. NO. (N.D.-denotes not detected Supervisor: Po, . 
iL ws 


Copy 1 (Over) 





Section B Continued: 


TREATMENT BY: DATE: 
TIME: 
REPORT: The spectra were examined for all COST: 


elements. Those reported were the only ones detected. 

A steel file was used to obtain samples. Exactly 5 mg 
each of sample and graphite were mixed and put into the cup of a 
preformed electrode (National L-3906). The carbon-arce method of 
excitation using direct current was ee % and all samples were 
burned to completion. . 

New standards had to be prepared for the determination of 
silver.and copper. The semi-quantitative results are valid 
within a range of 50--percent of the reported value, ive., a- 
concentration reported as 10 percent might range between 5 and 15 
percent. Nevertheless, visual study of the photographic plates 
does reveal that concentrations vary from sample to sample in the 
manner reported. 


Plate Nos. 00090, 00091, 00095 
Report by: Harold Westley 
Supervisor: 





ANALYSES BY : DATE: 

, TIME: 
REPORT: These analyses suggest that there are COST: 
significant differences in content of trace elements between 
the alloys used for the $20 and $50 bars. 


-Report by: 
Supervisor: 





Section C—Requisitioner: Receipt below and return Copy L t6 Laboratory. Object received and 
accepted by: . 


(Approving Official) (Unit) (Date) 





Goins. = MIBIDYA EST) (PAT Pre RR) MIGiIN IES, 





NUMISMATISTS 
AUCTIONEERS - APPRAISERS 


123 WEST 577TH STREET.- NEW | YORK UN. Y 10009 “TEL 2he/ eee 2a ae 


February, 29a. 1968 


Dr... ¥. *Clas a istetanel la. Curatar 
Division of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 

Washing tomy Die 


Dear Dr. Stetane Lia: 


Enclosed please find photographs of the Parsons & 
Co. ingot that we thought you would like to have 
for your files: (This is agphotograpl-of the 
specimen we examined last fall and determined that 
itjwastaise. 


With kindest regards, I am 
Sincerely yours, 


; STACKS 
an 


\ 

Harvey G! Stack 
HGS: bf | 
enc. / 
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TIGATIONS | Washington, D. ©. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 
vumismatic Education Society 
6450 Cecli Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 63105 
Dear Mr. Newman: 
Reference is made to your Ietters dated 
February 7, 1868, and July 24, 1988. 
The matter to which you refer is a current 
investigation being conducted by our Service and we are 
unable to furnish you any additional information as you 


are not the party of interest in this matter. 


Sincerely, | 


Burrill A. Peterson 
Assistant Director 








cee sec | ft a 





U. S. TREASURY DEPARIMENT 
Date _9f 2h / 68 





“wv: Dr. Stefanelli | 


This is the PARSONSBAR FILE 








Ruth R. Monaco 
Office of Domestic Gold & Silver Operations 
Room 5127 Ext. 2083 





OBA BM itaigs 





Standard Form 63 
November 1961 
GSA FPMR (41 CFR) 101-11.6 


MEMORANDUM OF CALL 












Extension 










Number or code _ ; i 
TELEPHONE: O i 7 ee ‘4 ys 
OF Jl tn Se fit 
“DKPLEASE cau OY (.] WAITING TO SEE YOU 
[_] WILL CALL AGAIN {.] WISHES AN APPOINTMENT 


[_] RETURNING YOUR CALL 


[J] Is REFERRED TO You BY: = (; Q 7 - Nae 


Sear Lrigy Chee (ae 


Lert THis MESSAGE: 


| Received By— 


Mrs. Ruth H. Picknell, Deputy Director & October 21, 1968 
Legal Advisor, Gfifice of Domestic 

Gold and Silver Operations 

V. Clain-Stefanelli, Curator 

Division of Numismatics, SI 


John Parsons Company gold ingots for $50 and $20, respectively. 


My immediate reaction when I first examined the octagon shaped 
gold piece of $50 denomination supposedly issued by J. Parsons & Co., 
Colorado, in 1860 and the rectangular gold piece of $20 denomination, 
also bearing markings supposedly indicating that it was issued in 1860 
by Parsons & Co., assayers in Colorado, was that they are not originals 
but modern contrivances. 


It seemed obvious to me that the $20 piece had been patterned after 
the illustration in Yeoman's Guide Book of Umited States Coins while the 
$56 piece revived the general outline of the pieces of 1851 and 1852 
struck at the United States Assay Office in San Francisco. Subsequently, 
I was asked whether I could sctually prove my contention. It is fre- 
quently difficult to assemble elements that would prove even the obvious 
and make the proof stand up in court. 


It is my epinion that the authenticity ef the two pieces could be 
successfully challenged in court but I would prefer not to have to go 
inte any extrinsic elements that could be cited as proof. This is 
simply too-time consuming at this point. I believe another determining 
facter could be successfully mentioned and that is the composition of the 
pieces. For instance, very small percentages of palladium and pletinun 
are present which is dissimilar te coins issued during that period by 
Parsons. 

ke kER EKER SE 

it was suggested at one time that the composition of all private 
gold pieces should be published. We have been working on such a project 
for some time and we hope to be in a position to obtain the necessary 
funds which are considerable. While such a study, if conducted with real 
confidence would be conclusive for pieces manufactured in the past, it 
would at the same time provide invaluable information to future counter- 
feiters. Because of this, I have refused up to now to release any data 
concerning trace elements present in certain issues. With the acquisi- 
tion of the Lilly Collection, we are in an ideal position to perform a 
large series of tests which would provide if properly conducted, meaningful 
results. 


Superior Stamp & Coin Co., Inc. 





517 West 7th Street + Los Angeles, California 90014 « (213) 627-2621 
October’ 21. -1968 


Dr. V. Clain—Stefanelli 
SMITHSONTAN INSTITUTION 
United States National Museum 
Washington, D.C. 20560 


Dear Dr. Stefanelli: 


Enclosed you will find the Analysis Report on the Parsons & 
Company gold bar which we spoke about over the phone last 
week, 


I would appreciate hearing your valued opinion on this Analy- 
sis Report. If you would like to see the bar, we can mail it 
out to you. 


ft am enclosing photographs of the bar along with the report. 


Your help will be greatly appreciated. 


Thank you for your kind cooperation. 


Sincerely, 


‘ 
ca eee 
= ie ce it a | 


.> {a kes 5 LL - ~ 
Larr COldbert fi 
¥ 4 


LG:ek 





LABORATORIES: CHEMICAL—MECHANICAL—METALLURGICAL— INSTRUMENTATION—NON DESTRUCTIVE—RESEARCH 





MATERIALS TESTING LABORATORIES 


DIVISION OF MAGNAFLUX CORPORATION 


6800 EAST WASHINGTON BOULEVARD 
Los ANGELES 22, CALIFORNIA 


TELEPHONE 685-6001 


TO: Super ior Stamp and Coin Company LABORATORY No. 19170-8-1 
517 West 7th Street 
Los Angeles, Californis DATE 10/18/68 
Attention: Mr. Larry Goldberg MATERIAL Gold bar 


SPECIFICATION -=- 


YOUR P.O. No. Verbal 




















X-RAY FLUORESCENCE ANALYSIS REPORT 


Introduction 


One gold bar, 1-3/6" x 11/16" and 3/16" thick with the identification, 
karat 185, D¥T 25-6/10, Parsons & Company , Assayers, Colo., 1860, was 
submitted for x-ray analysis. 


Experimental 


The Nereico X-rsy fluorescence unit with tungsten tube was used for the 
analysis. A spectral scan showed the presence of the elements gold, silver 
and copper in the submitted bar. A percentage determination was made of the 
above three elements with following results; 


Results 
Standard Element Percent 
1909 $20.00 U.S. Gold Coin 90% Gold 81.5 
Sterling Silver Sheet Silver 10.5 
Pure cepper sheet Copper 6.0 
Platinum Net detected 
Other element Remainder 


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED 


4a Be “> = < - 
K Aap) 4 Pf ve at 
MATERIALS TESTING LABORATORIES———~- 


Rem Gajavada 


ALL REPORTS ARE SUBMITTED AS THE CONFIDENTIAL PROPERTY OF CLIENTS. AUTHORIZATION’ FOR PUBLICATION OF OUR REPORTS, CONCLUSIONS. OF 
EXTRACTS FROM OR REGARDING THEM, !S RESERVED PENDING OUR WRITTEN APPROVAL AS A MUTUAL PROTECTION TO CLIENTS, THE PUBLIC AND OURSELVES 
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December 22, 1975 


Mr. Harvey G. Stack 
123 West 57th Street 
New York, N.Y. 10019 


Dear Mr. Stack: 

Attached are two bills from the Museum of Fine Arts which 
are self-explanatory. I would have sent a personal check to them 
but then thought it would be simpliér if you would be kind enough 
to defray the expenses. 


Please let me know if you have any reservations. 


Sincerely yours, 


V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator 
Division of Numismatics 


Attachment 


VCStefanelli:1l 


; vi BILL NO. O49 
"MUSEUM ©F FINE ARTS _ 01799 


BOSTON ~ MASSA@HUSEDTS 702115 

Dr. V. Clain-Stefanelli, Curater 

Division of Numismatics 

Smithsonian Institution 

Washington, D. C. 20566 September 22, 1975 


DATE 


TERMS: NET CASH. Checks should be payable to Museum of Fine Arts 


A 1% % service charge or an annual percentage rate of 18% is added to all past due accounts. Minimum charge .50 cents. 


DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLE OR SERVICE PRICE 













AMOUNT 








Fee fer the shipment of 
3 Méxican gold coins 
{8 escodos) 





packing and materials 7. 88 
postage charges 4,60 
11.60 $ In /6¢ 


thank you 


MUSEUM OF FINE ARTS poe OT ae0 


BOSTON =MASSACHUSETTS ~ 02115 


Dr. V. Clain-Stefanelli, Curator 
Division of Numismatics 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D. C. 20560 September 22, 1975 


DATE 


TERMS: NET CASH. Checks should be payable to Museum of Fine Arts 


A 1% % service charge or an annual percentage rate of 18% is added to all past due accounts. Minimum charge .50 cents. 


DATE QUANTITY DESCRIPTION OF ARTICLE OR SERVICE AMOUNT 





aa gai Fee for the shipment of 
2 Mexican Gold Ingots 
Weight: 66.0061 grams 
266.753 " 
packing and materibls 3.66 
postage 7.59 





18.58 $ 10.50 


thank you 


June .70,, ¥578 


Messrs. Benjamin 
Rarvey G. 
Norman Stack 
c/o Stack's 
New York, New York 10019 


Gentlemen: 


May I recapitulate some of the data I gave you by phone 
regarding several of your donations made over the years to 
the National Numismatic Collections. 


As I mentioned, in 1956 we reached an agreement with 
Messrs. Joseph B. and Morton Stack to setup a long-range, 
major program which would help us build the Smithsonian's 
collection of coins and paper currencies as well as books into 
one of the World's leading numismatic centers. As the records 
show, these plans actually materialized and exceeded any of our 
most ambitious original expectations. 


In retrospect there seemed to be two periods cf development. 
The first period was concluded in 1960. Its main thrust was 
the acquisition of items needed for the History of Money exhibit. 
Actually, two entire historical units were made possible through 
donations received from Stack's. During the second phase, the 
acquisition program envisioned not only significant items 
illustrating "crossroads of history," but emphasized authorita- 
tive reference and study collections. 


As you certainly recall, we virtually raided your private 
collections as well and succeeded in obtaining from you in 1966 
on deposit an extraordinary collection of ancient Greek and Graeco- 
Roman coins mainly from Asia Minor. This collection has been 
mentioned in the Smithsonian Academic Studies Program as an 
important research unit available to students. 


In 1967 we also obtained on deposit a vast collection of 
dies which originated, in our opinion, in the workshops of 
two master counterfeiters active during the late 1800's and 
early 1900's, mainly in Italy. This material is of unusual 
Significance for obvious reasons. It often gives us the only 
means to recognize the fact that certain “ancient” pieces are 
actually of more recent origin. The study of these dies is 
in progress and we hope to be able tp publish the results 
within the not too distant future. 


As I again mentioned tc you by phone, the unique Bactrian 
15 starter gold piece was deposited with us in 1965. This piece 
was the subject of a paper presented at the National Numismatic 
Congress in 1973 and as we ail know, it comes from your collections. 


I hesitate to continue the listing of large bodies of 
materiai which were deposited by you with the National Numismatic 
Collections, but would rather limit myself to the materials we 
discussed recently. 


Please do not hesitate to let me know should you feel that 
matters need further clarification. 


Sincerely yours, 


V. Clain-Stefanelli 
Curator 
Division of Numismatics 


